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Labor Documents of the State of New York. Eighteenth Annual 
Report on Factory Inspection, 1903. Twenty-first and 
Twenty-second Annual Reports of the Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, 1903 and 1904. Seventeenth Annual Report on Arbi- 
tration, 1903, and reports on Arbitration and Factory Inspec- 
tion, 1904. 
These volumes are mentioned together as an example of the 
activity of a great commonwealth in placing before a rich and 
energetic people the consequences of its conduct in the economic 
field and the results of its legal efforts to regulate co-operative action 
for the common good. The training of the universities and of close 
contact with industry and with industrials is evident in every part. 
Not only are tables of statistics furnished, but they are intelligently 
interpreted in the text, and the discussions of competent economists 
and legislators are added to give the setting of the facts. 

Only a few topics can here be mentioned. Materials are sup- 
plied for an understanding of the policies and fortunes of trades- 
unions; the open vs. closed shop controversy is ably presented and 
references to literature supplied; the facts of unemployment are so 
given as to lay the foundation for a future remedy in some scheme of 
out-of-work insurance; the causes and results of strikes and lock- 
outs, and the success of methods of conciliation and arbitration ; new 
legislation affecting labor and the decisions of state courts; the 
methods and results of inspection of workplaces. An embarrassing 
wealth of materials is offered to the student and reformer. 

C. R. Henderson 



The Life Stories of Undistinguished Americans as Told by 
Themselves. Edited by Hamilton Holt. With an Intro- 
duction by Edwin E. Slosson. New York : James Potter 
& Co., 1906. Pp. vii+299. 
This volume contains an interesting series of human documents, 
representing in the main American conditions as seen by foreign 
immigrants, and presented also for the most part in their own words. 
The narrators are a Lithuanian Stock Yards worker, a Polish sweat- 
shop girl, an Italian bootblack, a Greek peddler, a Swedish farmer, 
a French dressmaker, a German nurse girl, an Irish cook, an Iowa 
farmer's wife, a southern itinerant minister, a negro peon, a Syrian 



